
 JUNE 1, 2020 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OF SOUTH LYON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
DISTRICT #63-240 COUNTIES OF 

OAKLAND, LIVINGSTON AND WASHTENAW 
HELD VIRTUALLY IN SOUTH LYON COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

CALL TO ORDER 
President Hanshaw called the June 1, 2020 virtual regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Anthony Abbate, Randy Clark, Craig Dashner, Carrie Hanshaw, Eric Kennedy,  
 Jennifer Urtel, Dan Schwegler 
Absent: None 
 
Administration Present: Dr. George Heitsch, Interim Superintendent  
  Lisa Kudwa, Asst. Superintendent 
  Ben Kirby, Asst. Superintendent 
  Stacy Witt, Asst. Superintendent 
Administration Absent: None 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Board, administration and the audience joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ms. Hanshaw shared statements from the following list of community members regarding their opposition 
to proposed cuts in the band and music programs at the high schools and middle schools.   
 

Courtney Arnold Elise Kirkwood Parker Kennedy  
Anonymous (1)  Jen Paulin Leah DelBene 
Matt & Kristin Abate  Angela Nooe Janice Stancato  
Michael Hamann  Alexis Harrison Robyn Swank 
Sarah Morales   Andrew Lisky Nicholas Collinsworth 
Stacy Kempski  Derek Portillo Lynn Hensley 
Karen & Travis Reeds  Shea Harrison Kathleen & Michael Sleek 
Christine Kaczkowski  JoAnne Whitney Chris Kempski 
Charles Plater   Talon Harvey Scott & Kara Bronikowski 
Emmy Mendez   Sophie Young Jill Hamaan 
Marge Smith   Victoria Taylor Allison DeHorn 
Sean Kempski  Mia Abate Lorena Velazquez  
Brenda Grasin   Carryn DelBene John Blades  
Cary Quatro   Aidan Parks Drew DeHorn   

 Morgan Campbell  Mary Robinson Mary McGinnis 
 Morgan Kovalak  Purvaai Bhatnagar Emma McKay 
 Megan Blades  Angela Ugo Anonymous (2) 
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 Katie Whitney  Madison Boyle Nichole Blades 
 William Carter  Benita Olmes Alexander Shaw 
 Stephanie Boyle  Amy Ramage Gwenda Fair 
 Chad Kundinger  Ashley Roxanne Grant 
 Alexis Smirnoff  Megan Trapp Grace 
 Milan Wisdom  Jacqueline Jenosky Matthew Szumski 
 Jim Mikola  Jaya Sharma Janai Olmes 
 Ariana Ramage  Nathan Freund Jennifer Liskey 
 Niki Rose  Noah DeHorn Cam Quatro 
  
Ms. Hanshaw noted that the following list of community members addressed the Board of Education 
regarding their opposition to proposed cuts in the band and music programs at the high schools and middle 
schools.   
 

• Kevin Cort, Director of Band at SLHS & beginning band teacher at Centennial Middle School, 
spoke to the Board against cuts to the band program.  The quality of teaching will be decreased.  He 
urged the Board to reject the budget. 

   

• Amy Ponsock felt she needed to speak out to the Board regarding the proposed budget cuts to the 
band program, as well as staff. 
 

• Juliann Sleek spoke to the Board regarding the proposed budget cuts for district band programs.  
 

• Barbara Lund indicated to the Board that she strongly disagreed with the cuts in the band and choir 
program. 

 

• Jennifer Stajadl addressed the Board regarding cuts in the music program budget. 
 

• Denise Orthberg spoke to the Board regarding budget cuts in the band and choir program and asked 
the Board to be fair and equitable when making their decision. 

 

• John Swartzinski, an EHS band alumni, asked the Board to reconsider their proposal to cut the band 
program and essential staff. 

 

• Carter Sleek, an EHS band student, spoke against the proposed budget cuts to the district band 
programs. 
 

• Rory Wyman shared with the Board that he felt it is unfair that the band is getting cuts in their 
budget.  She felt the Board should not approve the budget without making changes. 

 

• Tammy Wyman stated that budget cuts targeting only the extracurricular band program is very 
unfair. 

 

• Leslie Taylor noted that music is considered a second language and was opposed to budget cuts to 
the music program. 
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• Robin Wyman, student, spoke to the Board regarding the EHS budget cuts. 
 

• Ann Murphy spoke to the Board regarding her concerns about the potential budget cuts to the 
marching band program. 
 

• Ron Szumski spoke to the Board regarding unjust budget cuts to the band program.  He asked the 
Board to reconsider their decision. 

 

• Tracy Rosol addressed the Board regarding Ms. Laura Hogan’s role in the choir program. 
 

Ms. Hanshaw noted that the following list of community members addressed the Board of Education 
regarding miscellaneous topics. 
          

• Joshua McCallum spoke to the Board regarding classroom size. 
 

• Tyler Willemse questioned why custodial and maintenance is being reduced during a pandemic.  
More staff is needed to keep the buildings clean and safe.  Also, how is it just to give administration a 
raise? 

 

• Publius reminded the Board members that they should be listening to the comments in support of 
the music program because the voters will be watching how well they are being represented by them 
and that the voters will be heard at the next election. 

 

• Carmen Bowman questioned how any cuts can be made when it shows all administration gets raises.  
She also asked how buildings can be kept clean with reduced staff. 

 

President Hanshaw called a 10-minute recess at 8:58 p.m.  The Board will return at 9:10 p.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Ms. Urtel to approve the June 1 agenda as presented.  

Roll Call: Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Mr. Dashner to approve the following minutes: 

• May 18, 2020 – Special Meeting (6:15 p.m.) 

• May 18, 2020 – Special Meeting (6:45 p.m.) 

• May 18, 2020 – Regular Meeting 
 

Roll Call: Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
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NEW SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT AGREEMENT 
Ms. Hanshaw explained that at the May 18, 2020 meeting, the Board voted to hire Mr. Steven Archibald as 
superintendent effective July 1, 2020 contingent upon reaching a contract agreement. She indicated the 
recommended action is to approve the contract agreement between Mr. Steven Archibald and South Lyon 
Community Schools as presented. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Ms. Urtel to approve the contract agreement between Mr. Steven 
Archibald and South Lyon Community Schools as presented. 
 
Mr. Kennedy thanked his colleagues, Mr. Dashner and Ms. Hanshaw for their involvement in the 
negotiation process that was time well spent.  Mr. Dashner echoed Mr. Kennedy’s comment noting that 
Ms. Hanshaw put in a lot of time herself.  
 
Roll Call: Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 
The Board congratulated Mr. Archibald and welcomed him as the new superintendent of South Lyon 
Community Schools. 
 

CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR ADMINISTRATOR 
Dr. Heitsch explained that the Board of Education reviews and approves the individual employment 
contracts for Administrators.  The contracts provide for a two-year agreement with an annual extension to 
be considered by the Board of Education.  The contract duration is July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022.  He asked 
the Board to approve the extension of the employment contract for Lisa Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent 
for CITA. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Mr. Abbate to approve the extension of the employment contract for 
Lisa Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent for CITA.   
 
Mr. Dashner asked to amend the contract to change the language for the pay from bi-weekly installments 
to semi-monthly which would still maintain 24 pays per year. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Mr. Abbate to amend the motion to extend a contract to Lisa 
Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent for CITA with the changes in the contract verbiage to read semi-monthly 
compensation rather than bi-weekly pays. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes,  
  Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
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CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR ADMINISTRATOR  
Dr. Heitsch explained that the Board of Education reviews and approves the individual employment 
contracts for Administrators.  The contracts provide for a two-year agreement with an annual extension to 
be considered by the Board of Education.  The contract duration is July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022.  He asked 
the Board to approve the extension of the employment contract for Ben Kirby, Assistant Superintendent for 
Administrative Services. 
 
Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Mr. Schwegler to approve the extension of the employment contract 
for Ben Kirby, Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services with the same changes in the contract 
verbiage to read semi-monthly compensation rather than bi-weekly pays. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes,  
  Ms. Urtel-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR ADMINISTRATOR  
Dr. Heitsch explained that the Board of Education reviews and approves the individual employment 
contracts for Administrators.  The contracts provide for a two-year agreement with an annual extension to 
be considered by the Board of Education.  The contract duration is July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022.  He asked 
the Board to approve the extension of the employment contract for Stacy Witt, Assistant Superintendent 
for Business and Finance. 
 
Moved by Mr. Clark, supported by Mr. Dashner to approve the extension of the employment contract for 
Stacy Witt, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance with the same changes in the contract 
verbiage to read semi-monthly compensation rather than bi-weekly pays. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes, 

Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Clark-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

NEWSELA PURCHASE  
Ms. Kudwa explained to the Board that the purchase of Newsela, an online text resource for use in grades 
three through twelve, was presented at the May 18 meeting.  Pending the Michigan Department of 
Education approval, the program will be funded through the CARES – ESSER grant funds.  No changes were 
requested.  She recommended to the Board that they approve the purchase of Newsela for $77,980.00 for 
use with students in grades three through twelve during the 2020-21 school year. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Ms. Urtel to approve the purchase of Newsela for $77,980.00 for use 
with students in grades three through twelve during the 2020-21 school year. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes,  
  Mr. Kennedy-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
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NWEA MAP ACCELERATOR PURCHASE 
Ms. Kudwa stated that the NWEA’s MAP Accelerator math product was presented at the May 18 meeting.  
Pending Michigan Department of Education approval, the program will be funded through the CARES – 
ESSER grant funds.  No changes were requested.  She recommended to the Board that they approve the 
purchase of NWEA MAP Accelerator, for $20,605.00 for use in grades three through eight during the 2020-
21 school year. 
 
Moved by Ms. Urtel, supported by Mr. Dashner to approve the purchase of MAP Accelerator, for 
$20,605.00 for use in grades three through eight during the 2020-21 school year as presented. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Abbate-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Clark-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

2020-21 MHSAA MEMBERSHIP RESOLUTION 
Dr. Heitsch stated that every year, the Board is presented with a resolution for membership in the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association (MHSAA).  He asked the Board to adopt the resolution for membership in 
the MHSAA for the year August 1, 2020 through July 31, 2021.   
 
Moved by Ms. Urtel, supported by Mr. Kennedy to adopt the resolution for membership in the MHSAA for 
the year August 1, 2020 through July 31, 2021 as presented. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes,  
  Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

POLICY 6220 (BUDGET DEVELOPMENT & ADMINISTRATION POLICIES – PART D FUND BALANCE 
Ms. Stacy Witt explained to the Board that the 2020-21 Recommended Budget was presented at the May 
18, 2020 board meeting and was not within the parameters of Board Policy 6220 stating the District Fund 
Balance will be maintained at the level of 10% of total General Fund expenditures, with an allowable 
variance of +/- 1%.  She recommended that they temporarily suspend the Policy language contained in 
Policy 6220 under General Fund Budget Policies, Part D, from 10%, +/- 1%, and allow for the district Fund 
Balance to be maintained at 6%, +/-1% for the 2020-21 school year. 
 

Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Mr. Abbate to temporarily suspend the Policy language contained in 
Policy 6220 under General Fund Budget Policies, Part D, from 10%, +/- 1%, and allow for the district Fund 
Balance to be maintained at 6%, +/- 1% for the 2020-21 school year as presented.  
 
Mr. Schwegler questioned whether the Board wanted to make sure the fund balance does not go below 6% 
with this even though this technically gives the authority to go down to 5% if needed.  Mr. Dashner 
indicated that this could give the Board flexibility where their financials may be as it relates to fund balance.  
Mr. Clark clarified that with this proposal, the Board must maintain a budget level of 5% fund balance.    
  
Roll Call: Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes,  
  Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
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2020-21 RECOMMENDED BUDGET 
Ms. Witt stated that the 2020-21 Recommended Budget was presented at the May 18, 2020 board 
meeting.  Some requested changes have been made and were presented today.  She asked the Board to 
approve the 2020-21 Recommended Budget as presented this evening.  The slide presentation is available 
on the district website. 
 
Moved by Mr. Dashner to approve the 2020-21 Recommended Budget as presented. There was no support. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Mr. Clark to enter into further discussion on the budget. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 
The Board discussed the budget further.  Ms. Witt noted that the budget needs to be approved by July 1. 
 
Moved by Mr. Clark, supported by Mr. Kennedy to return the proposed budget to the Finance Committee 
for additional tweaking with anticipation to bring it back to the June 15 board meeting. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes,  
  Mr. Kennedy-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

2020-21 MILLAGE RATES 
Ms. Stacy Witt explained that this agenda item was presented at today’s board meeting during the budget 
presentation.  She asked the Board to approve the 2020-2021 Millage Rates as presented. 
 
Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Mr. Clark to approve the 2020-2021 Millage Rates as presented. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes,  
  Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

2020 SUMMER TAX COLLECTION FEES 
Ms. Stacy Witt explained that this agenda item was presented at today’s board meeting during the budget 
presentation.  She asked the Board to approve the 2020 Summer Tax Collection Fees as presented. 
 
Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Mr. Clark to approve the 2020 Summer Tax Collection Fees as 
presented. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes,  
  Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
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SOUTH LYON ADMINISTRATOR ASSOCIATION (SLAA) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT APPROVAL 
Mr. Kirby explained that the SLAA and the Board’s negotiation team have agreed to a successor agreement 
that expires June 30, 2022.  All contractual provisions remain as written in the July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2020, 
Collective Bargaining Agreement.  He asked the Board to approve the successor agreement as described in 
the Letter of Agreement between the SLAA and the Board’s negotiation team. 
 
Moved by Mr. Schwegler, supported by Mr. Kennedy to approve the successor agreement as described in 
the Letter of Agreement between the SLAA and the Board’s negotiation team. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes,  
  Ms. Urtel-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROPOSED HANDBOOK CHANGES 
Ms. Kudwa informed the Board that the middle school Codes of Conduct have been updated for the 2020-
21 school year.  Two major changes have occurred.  References to Board Policies were updated to reflect 
the new Board Policies and Administrative Regulations that will take effect on July 1 and a section was 
added to clarify behavioral expectations in an online learning environment.  She noted that these updates 
will be brought back before the Board at the June 15 meeting for their approval. 
 

SOUTH LYON EAST HIGH SCHOOL PROPOSED HANDBOOK CHANGES 
Ms. Kudwa informed the Board that the Code of Conduct for East has also received the same updates.  It is 
being brought separately from South Lyon High School as South Lyon High School has some additional 
school specific updates that were needed.  Like the middle school changes, she noted that these will be 
brought back before the Board at the June 15 meeting for their approval. 
 

SOUTH LYON HIGH SCHOOL PROPOSED HANDBOOK CHANGES 
Ms. Kudwa stated that in addition to the updates occurring for the middle schools and East, South Lyon 
High School has updated information regarding when students are allowed to wear hats, a correction to 
their list of after school activities and some updated information regarding their Media Center.  Like the 
other Codes of Conduct, this will be brought back before the Board at the June 15 meeting for their 
approval. 
 

ACCOUNTING TEXTBOOK PURCHASE 
Ms. Kudwa noted that the current Accounting textbook needs to be updated.  The accounting software 
utilized by our current textbook will no longer function after December as it utilizes Flash player.  Brenda 
McCloskey and Mike Fabry, the Accounting teachers, have identified Cengage’s Century 21 Accounting 
textbook, General Journal, 11th edition, a new resource that includes a textbook, workbook and the 
necessary software.  Based on the teacher review of the materials, they are recommending the attached 
textbook purchase from Cengage for use in the Accounting course, beginning in the 2020-21 school year, 
for a total cost of $13,486.20. 
 
The committee’s recommendation was shared with the Curriculum and Communications Committee last 
month.  One of the committee members has arranged for the company her husband works for, Plante 
Moran, to donate the funds necessary to make this purchase.  This purchase item, and the related donation 
from Plante Moran, will be brought back before the Board for approval at the June 15 meeting. 
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2020-21 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 
Dr. Heitsch presented the 2020-21 Board Meeting Schedule to the Board indicating that it reflects similarly 
to previous years.  He noted that the meeting in January is on a Tuesday following Dr. Martin Luther King 
Day. He added that they may want to add a second meeting in August due to the economic situation in 
Michigan and with Mr. Archibald being a new superintendent.  This schedule will be brought back before 
the Board for approval at the June 15 meeting. 
 

2019-20 BUDGET AMENDMENT #2 
Ms. Stacy Witt stated that the 2019-20 Budget Amendment #2 was included in their board packet for 
information.  This budget is based on our current 2019-20 per pupil funding level of $8,111 per pupil.  The 
Budget Amendment #2 results in a projected surplus of $1,380,873 in the general fund leaving an estimated 
fund balance as of June 30, 2020 of $8,332,748 which is 9.3% of expenditures.  Budget Amendment #2 will 
be brought back before the Board for approval at the June 15 meeting. 
 

LEGISLATION 
Dr. Heitsch indicated that there is no update other than budget conversation. 
 

CITA COMMENTS 
There were no CITA comments. 
 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Ms. Hanshaw acknowledged the following board committee reports: 

• Legislative – A virtual meeting is scheduled later this week. 

• Policy – They have reviewed all their policies and Administrative Guidelines. 

• Finance – Their information was presented this evening. 

• Facilities Planning – No recent meeting. 

• Curriculum & Communications – They met last week and discussed the Student Code of Conduct 
adjustment and discussed professional development in August.  

 

OTHER 
Mr. Dashner noted that he did tender a vote for Mr. Ehlert in the Oakland Schools Virtual Biennial Election 
this evening for a six-year position. 
 

REPORTS 

• South Lyon Educational Foundation – No update. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ms. Hanshaw offered a second opportunity for public comments. She shared statements from the following 
list of community members regarding their opposition to proposed cuts in the band and music programs at 
the high schools and middle schools.   
 

Peyton Beck Avery Oakley Aundrea Kalchik 
Jeff Stager Stacy Kempski Bryan Sleek 
Jacqueline Jenosky McKenna Lundy 
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Ms. Hanshaw noted that the following list of community members addressed the Board of Education 
regarding their opposition to proposed cuts in the band and music programs at the high schools and middle 
schools.   
 

• Carrie Hill shared her concerns with the Board regarding budget cuts to the SLCS band program. 

• Lauren Hill also shared her concern with the Board regarding budget cuts to the SLCS band program. 
 

Ms. Hanshaw shared statements from the following list of community members or they addressed the 
Board of Education themselves regarding miscellaneous topics. 
          

• Nicole Blades stated that when our district is suffering financial hardships, no person or group should 
get a raise or an increase in budget monies. 
 

• Renee Kruger noted her opposition to cutting elementary media monitors. 
 

• Emily Parker asked for clarification from Ms. Witt regarding how many elementary teachers are 
scheduled to be laid off. 

 

• Matthew Smith addressed the Board regarding budget cuts in the band program. 
 

• Anonymous suggested that administrators should take a pay cut. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Ms. Hanshaw acknowledged the following correspondence 

• Resignation – Regina Chu (SLEHS Science) 

• Retirement – Barbara St. Clair (Sayre 4th grade) 

 

MEETING DATES 
Ms. Hanshaw noted the following meeting date: 

• June 15, 2020, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 

BOARD COMMENTS 

• Mr. Clark thanked all the public comment speakers.  He stated that the pandemic shutdown has dealt a 
blow to our budget and economy.  It may be worse then expected.  The Board’s primary mission is to 
educate children. 

 

• Ms. Urtel thanked everyone who made comments.  She stated the pandemic has a large impact on our 
finances and budget.  She encouraged everyone to contact their legislature.  Our district is underfunded 
and the lowest funded school district in the state of Michigan.  There are two weeks of school left.  She 
thanked all the teachers for implementing online classes.  Have a good rest of the year! 

 

• Mr. Abbate thanked Ms. Witt and the Finance Committee for their work so far on the budget.  The 
Finance Committee is not looking to cut in one area.  There is a very little chance that these cuts won’t 
be felt by everybody.  He thanked everyone for their comments.  
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• Mr. Kennedy thanked all the community members who spoke this evening.  The Board has heard all of 
them.  He doesn’t know how the Board is going to do this with the kind of cuts they are going to have 
to make.  South Lyon has been underfunded for so long.  It will hurt across the board.  They will do the 
best they can with what they are given from the State with administrative and community support. 

 

• Mr. Dashner thanked Sarah Jones and Plante Moran.  It is great to see a parent and a business stepping 
up to help the district.  He thanked everyone who spoke tonight.  He especially likes to hear from 
students who step up to speak.  He also shared his appreciation for all the emails and comments that 
the Board receives.  He realizes that every cut made is a big deal.  The Board will pass a budget without 
knowing what funding the district will receive and what cuts they are going to make.  There will be 
some cuts that will hurt.   

 

• Mr. Schwegler thanked the community for sharing their voices this evening from those that support the 
band.  He also encouraged the community to contact the legislators and let them hear their voices too.  
It can be very impactful.  The vast majority of our budget is tied to people, so there is no way to get 
around not cutting people.  It will hurt.  We will come out of this as best we can. 

 

• Ms. Hanshaw reiterated what has been said.  She appreciated the comments from everyone.  Stacy and 
her team and the Finance Committee have had to cut millions of dollars out of our budget in a short 
period via virtual meetings.   We don’t know yet what the school day will look like in the fall.  She knows 
they are doing their best.  We will pass a budget in June.  It will hurt, but we’ll get through it.  She 
offered her congratulations to all the seniors.  Our Administrators and teachers from both schools 
surprised the seniors as they rode on buses and passed out caps and gowns. 

 

ADJOURN 
Moved by Ms. Urtel, supported by Mr. Kennedy to adjourn the meeting at 10:59 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Abbate-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes,  
  Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Clark-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

                    
Anthony Abbate, Secretary 
Board of Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


